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CURTIS, Mavor. 


A Common Council Holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City of 
Londin, an Thurſday the 197th Day of March, 1796. 


- RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


| THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend Mr. THOMAS ROBERTS, Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
the Lorp-Mayor, for his moſt excellent Sermon preached before his 
LoRDSHI1P, the ALDERMEN, SHERIFFS, the OFFICERs of this Cirv, 
and the Honourable the ARTILLERY COMPANY, at the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, on V edneſaay the Ninth Day of this inſtant, March, being the 
Day appointed by His MajesTyY to be obſerved as a GENERAL FasT, 


and that he be requeſted to print the ſame, and ſend a Copy thereof to every 


MEMBER of this COURT. 
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11 SAMUEL, CHAP, XXIV. VER. 12, 13, AND 14. 


GO AND SAY UNTO DAVID, THUS SAITH THE LORD, I OFFER THEE 
THREE THINGS; CHOOSE THEE ONE OF THEM, THAT 1 MAY DO 
IT UNTO THEE. so GAD CAME TO DAVID AND TOLD HIM, AND 
SAID UNTO HIM, SHALL SEVEN YEARS FAMINE COME UNTO THEE 

IN THY LAND, OR WILT THOU FLEE THREE MONTHS BEFORE 
THINE ENEMIES, WHILE THEY PURSUE THEE? OR THAT THERE 
BE THREE DAYS PESTILENCE IN THY LAND? NOW ADVISE AND 
SEE WHAT ANSWER I SHALL RETURN TO HIM THAT SENT ME. 
AND DAVID SAID UNTO GAD, I AM IN A GREAT STRAIT; LET US 
NOW FALL INTO THE HAND OF THE LORD, FOR HIS MERCIES ARE 
GREAT, AND LET ME NOT FALL INTO THE HANDS OF MAN. 


I N contemplating the various characters recorded in the Old 
Teſtament, none ſtrike more forcibly on the imagination, or 
afford more abundant matter for example or ſerious inveſtiga- 
tion, than that of David. The directing hand of Providence 
is conſpicuous in all the diſtinguiſhing circumſtances of his 
life; conſider David in his youth—** of a beautiful counte- 
** nance, and goodly to look to''—when God was pleaſed 
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to ſelect him, as a man after his own heart, and order Samuel 
„ to ariſe and anoint him; view him when he prevailed: 
over Goliath the Philiſtine, who defied the armies of the 
living God ;”—recollect his protection from the envy, and 
bis miraculous eſcape from the premeditated fury of Saul 
the evil ſpirit came upon Saul; and there was a javelin in 
4e the hand of Saul; and he caſt the javelin, ſaying, I will 
„ {mite David. And David avoided out of his preſence 
« twice; and Saul was afraid of David, becauſe the Lord was 
„with him.”* Remark him in his unfortunate vices, and 
acts of depravity, and you will clearly diſtinguiſh the in- 
terpoſing and vindictive hand of God, in his puniſhment and 
diſgrace. 


In the inſtance before us, we read—** the anger of the 
« Lord was kindled againſt Iſrael, for David, in the pride of 


«© his heart, numbered the people; and the Lord, who al- 


ways humbles the proud, ſent the Prophet Gad, David's ſeer, 
ſaying—** I offer the three things, chooſe thee one of them, 
„ that I may do it unto thee. So Gad came to David and 


told him, and faid unto him, ſhall ſeven years famine 


come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months 
«« before thine enemies, while they purſue thee? or that 
there be three days peſtilence i in thy land? now adviſe, and 


«6 ſee 


I Sam. xviil. 10, 11. 
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«© {ſee what anſwer I ſhall return to him that ſent me. And 


« David ſaid unto Gad, I am in a great ſtrait; let us now | 
fall into the hand of the Lord, for his mercies are great; | 
„% and let me not fall into the hands of man. So the Lord 

«« ſent a peſtilence upon Iſrael, from the morning even to 

«+ the time appointed; and there died of the people from 

„Dan even to Beer-Sheba, ſeventy thouſand men. And 

« when the angel ſtretched out his hand upon Jeruſalem to | 
<« deſtroy it, the Lord repented him of the evil, and faid | 
« to the angel that deſtroyed the people, it is enough); 
« ſtay now thy hand.”* 


The awful meſſage ſent from God, and delivered by the ö 
Prophet, and the judicious and pious anſwer given by David, | 
convey two important and inſtructive leſſons to mankind, 


Fir/t, That our vices, whether public or private, whether 
proceeding from us as individuals, or as a nation, can neither 
eſcape the detection of a watchful Providence, or avoid exem- 


plary puniſhment, 


Secondly, Whenever God is pleaſed to afflict us with either 
public or private calamity, we ſhould implore the protection 
B 2 and 


*' 2 Samuel xxiv. 12, 13, 14. 15, 16. 
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and ſupport of him“ whoſe mercies are great,” and pray 
„that we fall not into the hands of man.” 


The hiſtory of man, from the earlieſt period, and his pro- 
greſſive ſtate through various ages, down to the preſent mo- 
ment, affords us woful proof and- undeniable conviction of 
the truth of this poſition—** that our vices, whether public 
« or private, whether proceeding from us as individuals, or 
« as a nation, can neither eſcape the detection of a watchfut 
Providence, or avoid exemplary puniſhment.” 1 


We have an early and melancholy example of this truth in 


the conduct of our firſt parents. They preſumed to judge for 


themſelves, in oppoſition to the poſitive, and only, prohibition 
of their Creator. The perſuaſion of delufive flattery, and de- 
ceit, was more prevailing than the commands and injunctions | 
of ſincere friendſhip and divine truth. Ambition for honour 
and advancement, the inconſiderate deſire of knowledge and 
being wiſer than God thought proper to allow, induced them 
to ſatisfy their intemperate curioſity by taſting the forbidden 
fruit. Wilful pride and premeditated diſobedience could not 
eſcape the pervading eye of Providence“ they endeavoured 
„ in vain to hide themſelves from the preſence of the Lord, 
% among the trees of the garden; but the Lord called unto. 

« Adam, 


(88 


« Adam, and pronounced the awful ſentence of ſorrow and 
trouble through life; and that man ſhould be ſubject to 


% frail mortality; that ſince man came from duſt, unto duſt 
«« he ſhould return.” 


God has repeatedly and invariably impreſſed the mind of 
man, with the love and fear of his name; not confined to 
fingle perſons, but on collective bodies, and national com- 
munities. God is pleaſed to viſit a nation with war and 
deſolation; with plague, peſtilence or famine; with 
ſome ſignal mark of his divine diſpleaſure; and ſometimes 
with complete deſtruction. God deſtroyed the old world 
with water—** for God looked on the earth, and behold 
„it was corrupt; for all fleſh had corrupted his way upon 
the earth: behold, I will deſtroy them with the earth.“ 


In the days of David, God was pleaſed to ſhew his heavy 
diſpleaſure, by ſending a peſtilence which raged from 
„% morning till the time appointed; and when the angel 
ſtretched out his hand upon Jeruſalem to deftroy it, the 
Lord repented him of the evil, and faid to the angel that 
«« deſtroyed the people, it is enough, ſtay now thy hand.” 
T hough God at that time ſpared Jeruſalem, yet when the 


meaſure 


* Geneſis iii 19. + Geneſis vi. 12, 13- 
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meaſure of the iniquities of the Jewiſh nation was full, he 
ſuffered that magnificent city to be deſtroyed, and not one 
ſtone left upon another. God gave that people, with their 
noble and ancient city, as a prey to their enemies. This 
the Prophets foretold ; and our Saviour declared—** when 


„ye ſhall ſee Jeruſalem compaſſed with armies, then know 
„that the deſolation thereof is nigh; there ſhall be great 


LI 


«« diſtreſs in the land, and wrath: upon this people; and 
«++ they ſhall fall by the edge of the ſword, and ſhall be led 
% away. captive into all nations; and Jeruſalem ſhall be 
© trodden down of the Gentiles, until the time of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfilled.”* The diſperſion of the Jews. into 
„ all nations,” no where united as a people, under one 
government, is one inconteſtable proof, and immoveable 
rock, on which is founded the truth, of prophecy ; is a 


_ conſtant and continued miracle, and viſible demonſtration of 


the infinite power and direction of God; unequivocally 
evinces his ſuperintending providence, while, it exhibits in 
the ſtrongeſt. colours, his diſpleaſure againſt ſin, ride, re- 
W ys ang ee 


The Jewiſh nation were perpetually admoniſhed, and 
awfully convinced, on various and afflicting occaſions, that 
God? $ 


St. Luke xxi. 20—24. 
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God's providence invariably interpoſed in the government of 
the world, and that—** his kingdom ruleth over all.“ 


The whole chain and ſeries of human events , recorded in 
ſacred or profane hiſtory, bear ample teſtimony to this aw- 
ful and well-eſtabliſhed truth, that God is not an uncon-- 
« cerned ſpectator of what paſles here on earth : 4+ He that 
««£ planted the ear, ſhall he not hear? he that formed the eye 
„ ſhall he not ſee?“ “ Trace the Afyrian, the Babylonian, 
the Perſian, the Grecian, and Roman empires, and you will 
clearly perceive, in proportion to the: increaſe and turpitude 
of their erimes, the judgments of God were accelerated 
and finally inflicted. The Prophet Daniel, in alluſion to 
thoſe mighty empires, declares—* then was the iron, the 
clay, the braſs, the filver, and the gold, broken to 


pieces together, and became like the chaff of the fum- 


« mer's threſhing floor; and the wind carried them away, 
4% that no place was found for them ; and the ſtone that 
ſmote the image became a great mountain, and, filled the 
«© whole earth.“ Modern travellers can ſcarcely trace out 
the ſpot where ſome of thoſe ancient and renowned cities, 
the capitals of thoſe extenſive empires, formerly ſtood. 
What David ſaid, on another occaſion, may be applied to them 
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—* I myſelf have ſeen the ungodly in great power; and 
«« flouriſhing like a green bay-tree. I went by, and lo! he 
„% was gone; I ſought him, but his place could no where be 
% found.“ “ 


Notwithſtanding ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, yet we find men 
daring enough to deny the interference of God in human 
aftairs, and argue, that the conduct of man proceeds from 
man alone. Whatever infidelity may propoſe, or blind zeal 
declare“ that God does not ſee,” or human policy arro- 
cantly exclaim—** with our own arm we will gain the vic- 
1% tory,” yet, revelation clearly points out to us the finger of 
God. The hand of God may move unſeen, but religion and 
true reaſon will inform us, that the ſtretched out arm of the 
Lord directs this earthly machine, and that it can ſave or de- 
ſtroy, can blaſt, or proſper, as moſt expedient and eventually 
conducive to the grand deſigns of Providence, 


Particular inſtances of depravity and unbelief will be rec. 
koned ſuperfluous when we recollect the divine oracles have 
informed us—** that the fool hath ſaid in his heart there is 
„ no God. And others—* will bring in damnable herefies, 
% even denying the Lord who bought them.“ Various in- 

ſtances 


* Pſalm xxxvii. 38. + Pſalm xiv. 1. 1 Peter ii. 1. 
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ſtances might be brought to prove what opinions have been 


formerly held and maintained by the more abandoned ſort of 


heathens. Modern free-thinkers, and infidels of the preſent 
age, may ſpeak for themſelves the ſentiments of thoſe fe- 
rocious deſtroyers of every .thing ſacred and divine, are 'too 
recent to be ene arguments too chimerical to need 
refutation. 


To deny the over-ruling providence of God, or doubt his 
declared purpoſe to puniſh the fins of man, is to contradict 
and contend with the natural inclinations, and innate principles 
of human nature. That ſuch inclinations and principles are 
planted in the heart of man is evident from hence—that all 
nations, however” learned or politic, how wild or barbarous 
ſoever (perhaps with ſome apparent exceptions), have ever 
worſhipped a Deity, or by ſome external and viſible acts ac- 
knowledged a ſuperior, controuling, and directing power. 
The weaknefs, impurity, and mortality of man, induced thoſe 
who had forgotten, or not received revelation, to pay homage 
to fome ſuperior and more infinite power hence ſome wox- 
ſhipped the ſun; moon, and ſtars; or, at leaſt, conceived 
them as "mediators betweeen them and ſome ſuperior power; 
in the abſence of thofe heavenly luminaries, they were re- 
Lo by images: hence ſprang idolatry under all its va- 
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rious ſhapes and modifications. After this, a notion pre- 


vailed, that good men, after departing from the world, had 


power with God, to mediate or intercede ; hence others ex- 
alted their heroes into ſuperior intelligencies, and accordingly 
paid them homage and worſhip. All, by their different ac- 


tions, confirmed this undoubted truth, that ſome ſuperiar 


power was to be worſhipped, and held in veneration and 
eſteem z or, that a mediator was neceſſary between God and 
man.” Man then muſt acknowledge a ſuperior power, and 
this confeſſion proceeds from a natural inclination ; for what 
inclination can be more natural than that which is common to 


men of all ages, and all nations of the world. Thoſe innate 


impreſſions ſtamped on the mind of man, like the image and 
ſuperſcription on coin, muſt eſtabliſh their currency; and that 


natural law, implanted in the heart of man, can never be era- 
dicated or deſtroyed. For this reaſon, I am perſuaded, there 
never was an atheiſt who acted from. conviction, or that his 
notions were founded in truth or argument. Some modern 


reformers, and regicides in a neighbouring nation, have made 


a folemn declaration, and public boaſt, of being atheiſts ; the 
"tongue may fpeak and prevaricate, but it is- the heart which 
believes, and it is God only who can read the heart. The 
criminal may plauſibly and arrogantly deny. his guilt with his 
lateſt breath, while his heart is agonized and convulſed with 
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thorns ; but this will not alter the juſtneſs of the ſentence, or 
convince mankind of his innocency. Baniſh religion—deny 
a providence—exempt man from the impreſſion of being an 
accountable creature — ſilence the paſſions of hope and fear— 
level all order and diſtinction in human ſociety, man would 
quickly degenerate into a ſtate of ſavage barbarity. Remove 
all fear of detection, you at once deprive the mind of all moral 


obligation, you involve in Egyptian darkneſs all ſocial order, 
divine truth, and conſcientious reſtriction. 


In ſhort, if we argue againſt the providence of God, we 
muſt contend againſt the frame and conſtitution of our own 
mind, and of that of mankind in general; we muſt reject the 
plain and ſatis factory account of the original of this preſent 
world, the wonderful order and conſtitution of all things in it; 
| —the current tradition and conſent of all ages the atteſta- 
tions of hiſtory, and the ſtrong impulſe and dictate written 
on the heart; any ſingle conſideration, much more their united 
force and collected powers, will afford a proof ſo clear and 
demonſtrative of the providence of God, that the ſubtilty of 


man, or the perſuaſion of modern philoſophers, can never un- 
dermine its authority, or diſprove it by argument. 
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If then the vices of mankind (can neither efcape/the detec 
tion, or puniſhment of an offended Being, it will lead us to 
conſider, /econdly, that whenever God is pleaſed to afflict us 
with either public or private calamity, We ſhould implore the 
protection and ſupport of him whoſe mexcies are great,” 
and pod 1 we fall not into the hands of man. 


The well known piety, and extenſive experience of David, 
directed him, without heſitation, to ſubmit to the puniſhment 
of God. David, no doubt, recollected what havock the un- 
ruly and/misguided paſſions of human nature had already pro-- 
duced in the world. The early page of hiſtory was ſtained 
and defaced with blood through the wrath and envy of 

man for Cain roſe up againſt Abel his brother, and 'flew 
« him.“ After which, in alluſion,” probably, to this circum< 


ſtance, God was pleaſed to pronounce, and enact that equi- 


table and juſt law—* that whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by 
man ſhall his blood be ſhed.” * David might alfo well re- 
member the ſevere, cruel, and oppreſſive bondage of the 


Iſraelites when under Pharach the Egyptian king, —“ who. 


« knew not God,” and who profanely ſays, who is the 
„Lord that I ſhould obey his voice.” + Egyptian bondage 
inſtructed David what was to be expected, when human power, 

void: 


Gen. ix. 6. + Exod v. 2. 
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void of the knowledge of God, uninfluenced-by * , and. 
unattended with mercy, prevailed. 807 


The more recent afflictions from the Philiſtines, when the 
ark of God was taken —“ and there fell of Iſrael thirty 
„ thouſand men, were too freſh and impreſſive on the 
mind of David not to induce him to lament the dreadful con- 
{ſequences of falling into the hands of man. David might in- 
deed appeal to his own heart, and from a candid review of 
his own conduct, well know what a ſhort-ſighted creature 
man is—how weak his reaſon—how ſtrong his paſſions ho. 
cruel and malignant his nature how unfit to govern and direct 
bimſelf unaſſiſted by divine grace. Hence we may perceive 
the wiſdom of his choice under ſuch queſtions of difficulty 


and puniſhment, by ſay ing let us now fall into the hand 
* of the Lord.“ | 


Though it does not pleaſe God, at this period of the world, 
to ſend a Prophet among us, with the choice of puniſhment 
for our fins, or to order his deſtroying angel. to ſtretch out 
« his hand upon this our Jeruſalem to deſtroy it,” yet it 
becomes us, under the afflicting and alarming circumſtances; 
that hover over this nation, ſeriouſly to conſider our ſituation 

to 


* 1 Samuel iv. IT. 
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to examine our manifold fins—review our repeated offences 
—confeſs our weakneſs and depravity—and humbly implore 


his infinite mercy and protection. God does not aſk us by the 
mouth of a Prophet“ ſhall ſeven years famine come unto 


„ thee in thy land?” but the preſent alarming ſcarcity, or 
at leaſt the undoubted and unprecedented price of every 
neceſſary of life, ought to make us ſeriouſly conſider the moſt 
effectual means of imploring a bountiful Providence to ſhower 
down plenty and abundance on us—** that our paſtures may 
© be clothed with flocks, the valleys covered with corn, that 
«© they may ſhout for joy, they may alſo ſing.“'“ To render 
effectual our prayers and ſupplications to the Supreme Donor of 
every good and perfect gift; we muſt alſo add our own ſelf- 
denials and earneſt endeavours. By neceſſary reſtrictions, we 
may leſſen the general demand; by prudence, abſtinence, and 
a moderate uſe of the comforts of life, we may extend the 
ſtock in hand. that the barrel of meal waſte not, neither 
« the cruſe of oil fail.“ We muſt humble ourſelves with 
faſting, and forego that unneceſſary profuſion, ever attended 
with waſte and deſtruction, which too frequently prevails. 


Let us remember the melancholy apoſtrophe made by the 
prodigal, when ſurrounded by famine and diſtreſs—** how 


6.6 many 


* Pſalm lxv. 13, f 1 Kings xvil. 14. 
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„ many hired ſervants of my Father have bread enovgh and 
«+ to ſpare, and I periſh with hunger,” * 
| 

God does not aſk us whether“ we will flee three months 
„before our enemies while they purſue us?“ but we are en- 
gaged in the dreadful conflict of war, the events and conſe- 
quences of which, no human foreſight can guard againſt or 
predict. Whatever may have been the original eauſes of our 
preſent ſituation, it is not for me to explain, but of this I am 
certain, that dreadful indeed would our ſituation be, were we 
. to flee three months before our enemies while they pur- 
ts ſue us??? What has been their conduct to each other, their 
own familiar friends and countrymen ? The ſubjects have 
wantonly put to death. their lawful ſovereign—men of abilities, 
or diſtinction, baniſhed. or deſtroyed—the friend has betrayed 
and denounced his friend, without remorſe or ſhame—the 
natural rights of huſband and wife, parent and child, maſter 
and ſervant, diſſolved. —The ſacred property of religion ſacri- 
legiouſly ſeized—the hallowed manſions of the dead diſturbed 
and pilfered—wanton. cruelty has been exerciſed againſt women 
and children—numbers, after the horrors of a priſon, without 
a trial, and without the form of a ſentence, turned out among 
a lawleſs rabble to be ſtabed and maſſacred—dead bodies 


were 


Luke xv. 17. 


TW 1) 


were dragged through the public ſtreets and indecently ex- 
poſed to public view; and, horrid to relate, they even thirſted 
after, and taſted the blood of the ſlain. We may apply the 


words of our Saviour, and fay—** if they do theſe things in a 


green tree, what ſhall be done in the dry?“ “ Melancholy 
and dreadful would our ſituation be, if God ſhould give us 
over as a prey to our enemies; if that event ever happens 
(which God avert) farewell to our lives, our liberties, 
our properties, our government, our laws, our religion, and 
our very exiſtence as a nation. The name of Briton would no 
longer grace the page of hiſtory; this once happy iſle would 
become the vile appendage to a profligate people. Let us im- 
plore the mercy of God, and with his gracious favour and pro- 
tetion—** we ſhall do valiantly ; for he it is that ſhall tread 
«« down our enemies.”* | 


It has not pleaſed God to aſk us whether we would 
<< chooſe to have three days peſtilence in our land?” Never- 
theleſs, his deſtroying angel hath viſited ſome part of the 
Britiſh dominions with his ſore diſpleaſure. We have heard 
« that the peſtilence hath walked in darkneſs, and the 
« ſickneſs deftroyed in noon day * but let us pray God that 
it may not approach our Jeruſalem. The corrections of Gad 


Arc 
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are at firſt (Iike the mild applications of the good Samaritan, 
pouring in wine and oil), gentle and conciliating. But when 
a dangerous relapfe, or obſtinate diſtemper, obliges him to 
ſharper methods, the ſevereſt remedy is ſtil} the laſt ; and the 
unwilling part of his diſpenſations. Ten times did he charge 
the Egyptian tyrant to let his people go; ten times did the 
ſtubborn king reje&t the heavenly meſſage. The prophets 
under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, had commiſhon, firſt to inſtruct 
and admoniſh, before they puniſhed ;. to. convince by partial 
affliction, before they procceded to exterminating judgments. 
The judgments themſelves. were alſo gradual, the death of 
beaſts preceded: that of man, and the red ſea was turned into 
blood to warn thoſe whom it was commanded afterwards to 
deſtroy. Let us learn widow from partial affliction, and let 
us not have it faid—** when thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn righteouſneſs,” * 


When furrounded with accumulated diſtreſs, and expoſed- 
to alarming difficulties, to whom muſt a people apply for 
guidance and direction? from whom muſt they ſeek for ſuccour 
and ſupport? to whom muſt they flee for preſervation and 
relief? From the falſe lure of an infidious enemy? from 


the chimerical policy held out by deſigning man? from re- 
D ſorting 


* Ifaiah xxvi. 9, 


the ſtrong.” 
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Torting to the empty phantom of miſguiding reaſon? from 


the daring ſubterfuge of infidelity and atheiſm? or from a 
rational and determined exerciſe of their powers, abilities, 
and reſources, acting under the direction of the wiſdom, 
mercy, and knowledge of that God, whoſe Laws and Com- 
mandments they mean to follow; and whoſe honour and re- 
ligion they are determined to protect? what avails the beſt 
concerted plans of human policy, if not ſanctioned and ap- 
proved by that Lord God omnipotent who reigneth over 
„ all? The race is not always to the ſwift, nor the battle to 
g. The daring impiety of man formerly ſaid 
let us build us a city and a tower whoſe top may reach 
<< the Heaven; * but God was pleaſed—*<* to ſcatter them 
abroad upon the face of the earth. 


I » 


Let every ſubject of this kingdom, whether he conſiders 


himſelf in his individual capacity as man, or as a component 


part of the nation, aſſuredly know, he acts under the im- 
mediate direction and all- ſeeing eye of God ; let us, therefore, 


as individuals, or as a body, implore the protection, forgive- 


neſs, and ſupport of the Almighty Being. Let us all be 
aſſured that the iſſues of life and death, the ſafety of indivi- 


duals, the welfare of the greateſt ſtates and kingdoms, are 


under 


[ 
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under the direction of an omnipotent Being.—When he giveth 
* quietneſs, who then can make trouble? and when he 


** hideth his face, who then, can behold him? whether it be 
done againſt a nation or a man only.” * 


Let us then ſeriouſly reflect on thoſe judgments which now 
threaten us, and deprecate thoſe which may be in reverſion. 
Who can tell what may be the next ſcene ?—*< The counſel] of 
*« the Lord, that ſhall ſtand. And we know not what may be 
on the morrow!” While we have opportunity to intreat 
the pardon and protection of God, let us not miſpend our 
time in idleneſs, inactivity, and diſſipation. If we reject the 
grace of God, and deſpiſe his viſitations, his power will more 
effectually diſplay itſelf, If we refuſe the golden ſceptre, 
the iron rod will puniſh us. National judgments demand 
national repentance. , Awakening judgments are but the bar- 
bingers of a more deciſive and peremptory ſentence. An epi- 
demical contagion, or increaſing ſcarcity, may eventually prove 
ſweeping and total deſtruction. Final impenitency, daring in- 
fidelity, and habitual negle& of every moral and religious 
obligation, will deliver a people to inevitable ruin and eternal 
condemnation, May a merciful God liſten to our penitent 
and devout applications ;— may his grace penetrate ſo deeply 

in 
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in our hearts, that we may hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
faith may God's love of order, induce us to preſerve our 
national unity and importance, by lawful obedience and bro- 
therly love ; may the pr7iy of God lead us to repent us truly 
of our evil doings and preſumptuous ſins ;—may the truth of 
God eſtabliſh in our hearts the belief of the Goſpel of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, that while we acknowledge its truth in our religious. 
deportment, we may alſo imitate and practiſe it's noble and 
active virtues in all our private tranſactions ;—may the . power 
of God demand our ſervice and obedience, that we may be 
protected in this life by his watchful providence and paternal 
affection : may his juſtice inſpire us with the bleſſed hope of 
being received into his everlaſting kingdom, by turning the 
hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the juſt; and 
that—** we and the whole race of mankind may became one 


fold, under one Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous.?” 


—— — —„-— 


